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From Humble Potato to Gratin 

Dauphinois



Method / Strategy

• Chashitsu

– Japanese designers: display made of Canadian 

maple

– Fall 2004 – Tokyo – IPEC 21

– January 2005 – Paris – Furniture trade show 

(Salon du meuble)





Impact in Japan

• Sumitomo built over 1000 “Super Natural 

Maple” houses!

– Flooring

– Mouldings

– Kitchen cabinets, …

• Elysion Kowa built a few apartments



Super Natural Maple Houses



Birch promotion

• Happy Birch Day

– Japanese designers: display made of Canadian birch

– Fall 2006 – Tokyo – IPEC 21

– January 2007 – imm – Cologne, [d3] Design talents

– April 2007, Milano Salone

– March –April 2008, Tokyu Hands Ginza – Japan

– Wood and Plywood Museum - Tokyo





Accessible design

• Classical piece of furniture

– Hashi chair

– FOUR chair



Method / Strategy 

• Communication
– Design magazine in Europe

• 33,000 copies 

• 132,000 readers

• 80% of readers are architects, designers, etc.

– Development of a new image or logo to 
promote hardwood

– Development of a new website/blog



Last project
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Communication



Electronic promotion

Trade shows

Promotion on paper

Professional tools

Survey (professionnal population)

Activities 

linkage



Conclusion



Conclusion

• Wood is good for the environment

• The best environment is made up of wooden 

furniture, wooden flooring, etc.

• We should promote wood as being a great 

product that is good for all of us !


